
Advent Week 1: JOY 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 

DISCOVER (PRE-WORK) - Read the Passage on Your Own 

Before and as you read this week’s passage of Scripture, ask the Spirit of 
God to illuminate your heart and mind and bring conviction and clarity of 
His truth for your life. Take some time during you own personal study to 
read through these four key questions:


1. Who is God? (What does this passage tell me about God’s character?)

2. What Has God Done? (How do I see God’s character in action here?) 

3. Who Am I? (How does God’s character and action shape how I see 
myself?)

4. What Do I Do? (If I believe Matthew 2:1-12, how should I be personally 
obedient to this passage? How should I respond and relate to others?) 


NURTURE (DNA WORK) - Work through this section together 
Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 // Romans 5:1-11 

Review the two passages above together. What stands out to you in these 
verses? Also, confess out loud to one another areas of personal struggle 
or unbelief that the Spirit revealed during your DISCOVER study. 
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In light of this week’s sermon and DNA readings, consider these questions 
together: 


1. When the wise men saw the star and arrived at the place where Jesus 
was, they rejoiced. How often do you simply rejoice (choose joy) in the 
Gospel - the fact that Christ came for you, and has saved you? 


2. Recently, how have you maybe been cynical or joyless? What 
joylessness in your life can you confess to your DNA group so that they 
can pray for you and strengthen you in your faith?


3. Following the Romans 5 passage, how should should we respond to 
the Gospel? How we respond to suffering? Where do you lack in how 
you respond to suffering?


4. If joy is part of our identity of Christians, what can we learn from the 
wise men in Matthew 2 and Paul in Romans 5? What similarities are 
there in how they respond to the Gospel? 


5. Where and in what have you been looking for joy outside of Jesus? In 
what specific ways can you let your DNA group into that, to walk 
alongside you during this Advent and hold you accountable to finding 
your joy in Jesus alone?


NOTE: During this time, let each person share how or where they need to 
repent and believe the truth of the love of God revealed to them in Jesus. 
Use this time to confess and encourage and pray for one another so that 
healing would take place. 


ACT (DNA FUTURE WORK) - (In light of your time together, what steps 
will you take to act on your new discoveries and affirmed beliefs?) 

Consider these questions:  

1. Ask your DNA group: am I a joyful person? Not just a surface level or  
forced kind of joy, but am I a joyous follower of Jesus? Be humble and 
to their responses and ask for help to be more joyful in what Christ has 
done for you during this Advent season. On the other hand, be 
encouraged by their responses and strengthened in your faith.


2. What is a tangible way that you can bear witness to this Gospel of 
JOY in your home, school, workplace, or neighborhood this week? 

Page �  of �2 2


